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Y., and had his early schooling there. He en-
tered Columbia College in 1835, and remained in
close connection with that institution for the rest
of a long life. Upon graduation in 1839, he be-
came a classical master in the Columbia Gram-
mar School, and four years later was made a
tutor in Greek and Latin in the college; in 1845
he became adjunct-professor of Latin, and in
1857 he succeeded to the first professorship estab-
lished at Columbia in Latin as a separate field.
Ten years later he followed Charles Anthon
[g.z1.] as Jay Professor of Greek. At many times
during his distinguished career as scholar and
teacher he was called upon to serve the college in
other capacities. Thus he was acting president
during President Barnard's absence for the year
1878, and again in the interim, 1888-90, between
the death of Barnard and the inauguration of
Seth Low. At the latter date he became the first
occupant of the newly created office of Dean of
the College. In 1894, on his retirement as emeri-
tus professor of the Greek language and litera-
ture after fifty years of service, he was the recipi-
ent of distinguished academic honors. A public
reception was tendered by the Columbia alumni,
a gold medal was struck in his honor, and a
volume of essays on classical subjects was dedi-
cated to him by his former students; the Henry
Drisler Fellowship in Classical Philology was
founded, and a sum of money was donated as
the Henry Drisler Classical Fund for the pur-
chase of books, casts, and other materials of
classical study. His interest in the college re-
mained warm and effective after his formal re-
tirement and found expression particularly in
generous gifts of valuable books to the library.
His varied activity was not confined to aca-
demic halls. As a young student he had felt the
need of a public library in New York City, and
his continuing interest in this project led to his
selection as trustee of the Astor Library and of
the New York Public Library. He was also a
trustee of the American School of Classical
Studies in Athens, and devoted considerable
time to its concerns, especially during a year
spent mainly in Greece in 1891. He was presi-
dent of the association of Columbia alumni for
eight years from 1872, and vice-president of the
Archaeological Institute of America for three
years following 1886. Deeply religious in na-
ture and always a strong churchman, he served
also as trustee of the Trinity School, of the Gen-
eral Theological Seminary, and of the Leake and
Watts Orphan Asylum; as a member of the
standing committee for his diocese, and as vice-
president of the Society for Promoting Religion
and Learning. He was the founder of a Greek
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Club which gathered about him fortnightly for
forty years in tribute to the power of his per-
sonality and the ardor of his scholarship. Al-
though he was given to certain crotchety con-
servatisms, as in his bitter enmity to walking-
sticks and to tobacco, he brought to his varied
activities a rugged strength of character and a
broad humanity which made him greatly re-
vered.

He was a profound and exact scholar. Rigor-
ous instruction under Anthon trained his native
genius for taking pains to an admirable fitness
for linguistic work, especially in lexicography.
At a time when a decline in classical scholarship
in the United States had almost extinguished
original production, he was one of the first
Americans to recognize the achievement of the
German school which was inaugurating a sec-
ond renaissance in classical study; and the in-
fluence of the distinguished scholars whom he
visited in Berlin at a period when Americans
were rarely seen there combined effectively with
the vital spirit of Anthon in all his maturer
work. In collaboration with Anthon he pub-
lished a number of text-books, and edited Rid-
dle and Arnold's Copious and Critical English-
Latin Lexicon (1849) >* and he assisted Anthon
in the preparation of several editions of Smith's
Classical Dictionary. In 1854 his name ap-
peared as joint-editor of Liddell and Scott's re-
cension of Franz Passow's Greek-English Lexi-
con, in acknowledgment of the copious aid un-
officially given to the editors. He published a
greatly enlarged edition of Charles D. Yonge's
English-Greek Lexicon (1870), was associate
editor of Johnson's New Universal Cyclopedia
(1875-78), and in addition to many other labors,
was general editor of Harper's series of classi-
cal texts.

[Articles on Drisler in Harper's Vfcgkly, Jtmeo, 1894,
and Jan. 1898, both by Harry Thorston Peck; in Har-
per's Weekly, Dec. xi, 1897, by J. Howard Van Am-
linge; and in the Columbia Spectator, Nov. 30, 1897,
by Edward Dclavan Perry. Further material may be
found in the archives of Columbia Univ.; in "Univ.
of the State of N. Y. tizth Annual Report of the Re-
gents," Docs, of the Senate of the State of N. K., 1899,
No. 55; and in the Atkenirum (London), Dec 28,
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DROPSIE, MOSES AARON (Mar. 9, 1821-
July 8,1905), lawyer, was born in Philadelphia
of parents who came from Amsterdam and settled
in the United States in 1819. His father, Aaron
Moses Dropsie, was a Jew and his mother a
Christian, and there had been an agreement that
the children were to be allowed to choose tbejr
own religion. Three of them chose the Jewish
religion, Moses undertaking his obligations at
the age of fourteen. lie attended a prrraie atao"
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